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The Thomas Edwin Walls Foundation (TEWF) is a non-profit organization
whose mission it is to provide scholarships to deserving medical, nursing, social
work , and respiratory therapy students. tTEWF receives profits from the sales
of a book, Sooner or Later: Restoring Sanity to Your End-of-Life Care by
Damiano de Sano locovozzi MSN FNP CNS. (Published by Transformation
Media Books, April, 2010).

Through interactive internet study, potential recipients of scholarship will
learn biomedical ethics, how to recognize earlier signs and symptoms of a
person's dwindling health and how to advocate earlier hospice placements for
those people who have exhausted every medical avenue for a cure or remission.

The mission of TEWF is to teach the next generation of health care
providers how to avoid the present pitfalls of offering futile care treatments to
those patients who cannot benefit. tit is our goal to ensure those deserving
patients receive their appropriate level of care in a hospice situation, be it in-
patient or at home with hospice care workers.

TAt the present time, we find that nursing, medical, respiratory care and
social work students do not receive adequate education advocating sooner
hospice placements and somehow continue to pursue a plan of futile care for
many reasons for the terminally ill: fear of broaching the subject, little
understanding of medicine's limits, the stigma of dying and death issues,
reluctance of the health care team to disappoint the patient and their families
and fear of lawsuits. Many providers still irrationally believe they could be sued if
a dying patient actually dies of a terminal disease process.

T Another noble goal of the TEWF is to educate lawmakers about hospice
care as part of health care reform. 1The studies of the 1990's revealed that from
25%-35% of the present health care dollar is spent on futile end-of-life care. (No
studies have been done since then.) TExpensive treatments, consultations,
diagnostics and medicines are foolishly spent on people who have no hope of
cure or remission. It is our goal to never have intensive care units(ICU) be
utilized as high tech hospices nor should people with less than six months of life
ever be coded or resuscitated. T






